The History of Langley Avenue Church of God

The history of a nation or organization is made up of the deeds and actions of its
people—some illustrious and outstanding—still others obscure and unpretentious,
and although they have no place in storied page, our hearts thrill with a genuine
inspiration when we think of the great names of the men and women who have
made the history of this congregation of the Church of God immortal—not great
perhaps in the sense by which the world counts greatness, but mighty through the
Spirit of God, working in them “both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”

The Early Years

This congregation had its birth during the year 1910, when a noble band of men
and women, having served and worshiped with the assembly of the Church of God
at 306 West 74th Street, of which Elder E.A. Reardon was pastor, were separated
and found it necessary to establish a place where others could come and hear the
full gospel preached uncompromisingly, free from fanaticism , regardless of race
or color. The first site chosen was at 2916 South Dearborn Street with Sister Lena
Nelson as first pastor. Sister Nelson was the sister of Elder Emma A. Crosswhite,
pastor at Washington C.H., Ohio. Many reputable ministers from various cities
visited and encouraged them in this undertaking. Among the illustrious leaders and
ministers responsible for the growth of this work were Elders J.D. Smoot, who at
one time served as pastor; Mary Mills, Lena Cooper, Mary E. Ashley, Pearl
L.M.Hall, Elizabeth Peters and others.

The second site chosen was 3618 Rhodes Avenue in a basement apartment
belonging to Brother and Sister Frank Cox, who were identified with this work.
The Lord prospered the work and it became necessary to seek larger
accommodations. At this time, Elder Luther Hill, minister from Anniston, AL had
been selected pastor and through his efforts, the congregation moved to a three
story brick building at 3455 Prairie Avenue. The first floor was a storefront and
was used as the place of worship; the second floor was rented to reliable tenants,
and was a source of income to the struggling work, the third floor was used as the
parsonage. After some time, the building was purchased by the congregation.

The Dunn Years...“Sending out the Gospel News”

After having served as pastor for a number of years, Elder Hill resigned and the
work was carried on by Elders Mary E. Ashley and Pearl L.M. Hall until July 20,
1920, when Elder Sethard P. Dunn of Monroe, LA was elected pastor, a man of
vision and courage. This election was held in the home of Brother and Sister



Eugene Palmer. Sister Pearl M. Hall served as Elder Dunn’s assistant for several
years.

The executive ability of this able leader had asserted itself in many ways, and after
four years of reconstruction and labor, the promises foreseen in the first year of this
ministry found glorious fulfillment. On the first Sunday in September 1924, after
amassing at a large tent pitched on the lot belonging to the church at 42nd and
Champlain Ave., a successful battle against sin had been waged. Several hundred
people marched to their newly acquired church home located a 4338 Prairie
Avenue. It was a large, modern building where God’s people were privileged to
work and worship for twenty-one years.

With a larger building in a thickly populated locality, the problem of reaching
millions of unchurch people in the city presented itself more forcibly. Elder Dunn
organized the church membership into a group of seventeen prayer bands. This
outreach ministry reached the entire city of Chicago and many lives were touched.

During the year 1927, our first church paper was edited by Sister Julia London, and
assisted by Miss Rosalia Cochran. This paper was known as “The Young People’s
Vision.”

The leavening force of the precious Holy Spirit continue to work among Gods
people, and space became limited During the year 1929, Pastor Dunn presented
plans for remodeling the church building. Remodeling plans included larger
seating capacity with other conveniences. In 1930 these plans materialized in a
new addition consisting of a balcony seating of 200, a well equipped library, ladies
lounge, a fully equipped print shop and two adjoining modern offices. The
Honorable Judge Henry Harrison officiated at the laying of the cornerstone, and
Dr. John A Morrison, president of Anderson College and Theological Seminary,
delivered the dedicatory sermon.

Each year brought with it highlights and points of interest. The hand of God was
working through his people, for at this time, the congregation was ranking second
in membership in the reformation. Because of the success of his pastoral, Anderson
College and Theological Seminary conferred upon Rev. S. P. Dunn, the honorary
degree of Doctor of Divinity.

The year 1934 ushered in the first of the Church Unity Councils, which sprang
from the City Pastors' Association of which Dr. Dunn was chairman for two years.
The purpose of these unity meetings was to promote a greater spirit of unity and
fellowship among the congregations of the city.



In 1936, Dr. S. P. Dunn with his workers arranged a special program for the
Anderson Camp Meeting. The choir under the direction of Prof. L.F. Dunn
rendered special music, and the young people directed by Thomas E. Strong
conducted a special young people’s service using as a subject. “Jesus Christ, the
Panacea for the Worlds Ills.” This was the first time services had been arranged by
the colored brethren for the International Camp Meeting at Anderson.

During the summer of 1936, for the first time in the history of the work in Chicago,
the congregations of the city pitched a large tent at 69th and Green Streets, where
souls were saved and miraculous healings wrought by the power of God. Some of
the outstanding ministers assisting in these services were E.E. Byrum, R.C.
Caudill, H.M. Riggle, M.P.Rimmer, and others. Arthur Lynn, the golden tenor
heard so often at the Anderson Camp Meeting, added much to the services with his
lovely singing.

The congregation observed the eighteenth anniversary of Dr. S.P. Dunn’s ministry
with an impressive celebration of appreciation and acclamation Work in this
particular locality was abruptly ended after twenty-one years, for on the morning of
January 20, 1941, the entire building was razed by fire of undetermined origin.
Despite the great loss sustained, the church records were miraculously preserved
through Divine Providence, and the books containing them are still in use at the
present time. This severe disaster presented a challenge to our hopes, for we were
working diligently, looking forward to the time when we could be free from debt.
Now, we would have to begin again, and although we were homeless, we were not
hopeless nor utterly cast down for “the eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath
are the everlasting arms.” Through the magnanimous spirit of the pastor and
officers of the Christian Church located at 4415 Indiana Avenue, we were
permitted to hold our Sunday morning service and Tuesday evening service in their
church building.

Finally, after several months of incessant toil, planning, fundraising, and through
the generosity of our pastor, the Lord enabled us to secure a commodious and
satisfactory place of worship where we are now located. Thus it seems, our
adversities and disasters seem to have proved blessings in disguise.

Dr. Ezekiel Jefferson Morris, Jr....“The Gospel News

continues”

After the death of Dr. S.P. Dunn in 1959, the Reverend Ezekiel Jefferson Morris,
Jr. became interim pastor and in 1960 he was confirmed pastor of Langley Avenue
Church of God. His stature among us was that of a counselor, nurturing pastor,



executive leader, as well as a beloved Christian statesman. His life enhanced the
cause of Christ and he continued to “Send out the Gospel News.”

Dr. Morris’ great insight and vision was materialized through the outreach ministry
as he guided the congregation to establish the First Church of God in Harvey and
the E.J. Morris, Jr., Child Care Center, These ministries perpetuated the Kingdom
of God. Today, souls are being saved and the Good News continues.

His outstanding ministries and achievements were recognized both locally and
nationally and many awards, honors, and offices were bestowed upon him. He
served sixteen years as a trustee of Anderson College and became Anderson
College’s second lifetime honorary member of the Board of Trustees. In
recognition of his ecumenical services to humanity, he was awarded the Doctor of
Divinity degree. In 1980, he was named “Outstanding Pastor of the Year”.

Dr. Morris and congregation established a memorial on Anderson College Campus
in honor of the late Dr. S.P. Dunn, who sent out the Gospel News over the
airwaves.

Dr. Morris took great pride in accounting for the outstanding achievement with the

joint efforts of Dr. Marcus H. Morgan, retired pastor of Emerald Avenue Church of
God in uniting God’s people in the Chicagoland Area Churches of God. Today, we

enjoy wonderful fellowship and love with the saints.

The Mission of the Church Continues under Great Leadership
Under the self-sacrificing leadership of Dr. Morris, the church continued to
proclaim the Gospel of Truth. He believed that a sound knowledge of the
scriptures is the Christian’s most enduring resource in these times of apostasy. He
gave our congregation a leadership that helped to preserve those traditions that
serve to make strong Christians. We have a moral obligation to defend these
virtues that continue to give us Christian character. Upon the death of Dr. E.J.
Morris, the mission of the church was carried on by Rev. Van Cornelous, associate
minister, Rev. Shedrich Casimere, special assistant and Rev. Leon Drane, associate
minister.

Reverend Adolph Coleman was chosen Interim Pastor of the Langley Avenue
Church of God in 1984. Never idle, he accepted the challenge with great zeal and
enthusiasm. Under his pastorage, many souls accepted the Lord as their personal
Savior and many saints rededicated their lives to which we give God the glory.



In May, 1985, Reverend Coleman was appointed full time pastor of the Langley
Avenue Church of God. He taught and preached the word of God each Sunday;
taught the Monday Night Faith Study Class and the New Converts Sunday School
Class, in addition to giving guidance to the New Life Support Class. Reverend
Coleman was active in humanitarian services and attended many conferences. He
was affiliated with the Church Federation of Greater Chicago; served as the Vice-
Chairperson of the Northern Illinois General Assembly Church Extension. In his
efforts to keep the vision alive, Rev. Coleman launched “The Parking Lot” drive,
and instituted an emergency food pantry for the disadvantaged.

During the years, 1987-1988, the congregation was under the leadership of Rev.
James Crews, associate pastor and Rev. Alcurtis Jackson.

The Pastoral team of Drs. Noah William and Carolyn Waddy
Reid
In 1989, Drs. Noah W. and Carolyn Waddy Reid became pastor and co-pastor of
Langley Avenue Church of God. Their innovative ministries enhanced the progress
of the church. These creative ministries were implemented:

The Langley Community Commission

Community Health Fair

Education and Vocational Fair

The Tutorial Summer and After School Program

Summer Lunch Program

African American Males Program

Premarital Counseling

Marriage Enrichment

Singles Counseling and Enrichment

Seniors Program

CEDA/Headstart Program

The Center for Christian Leadership/Theological Education of the Church of
God.

With Regard to Property: Completion of the parking lot fundraising, facility and
dedication, purchase of church van, outside lighting installed around the church
edifice and other sites, purchase and rehabilitation of the 16-unit apartment
building at 6156-58 South Langley Avenue, Chicago, Ill.

Services to Community: Crisis Intervention, counseling, ecclesiastical ceremonies,
leadership to local public school council, service to and adoption of Sexton School.



Dr. Noah W. Reid has served as Chairman of the General Assembly of the Church
of God in Illinois, Vice Chairman of the Executive Council of the National
Association of the Church of God, and is currently Director of the Central Midwest
Region of the National Association of the Church of God. He has also served as
Chairman of the Chicagoland Area Ministers Fellowship. Other services rendered
include serving as member of the Division of World Service, Anderson, Indiana.

Our pastors encouraged the congregation to pursue “Project Lift”, a program
designed to install an elevator to accommodate the handicapped and older saints.
Their compassionate, dedicated ministries are reaching onward, outward, and
upward to God and His people. Strong emphasis has been placed upon prayer,
faith, service, evangelism, and stewardship.

Langley Avenue Church of God continues to accept the tremendous opportunity to
fulfill the “Great Commission of Christ.” We must bring the good news to the
poor, proclaim liberty to the captives, recover sight to the blind, free the oppressed,
provide for the disabled and senior citizens, as well as announce that the Lord has
come to save His people. We will continue to be a loving, serving, giving, and
redemptive church.

“The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad” Psalms 126:3



